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customary areas of the Territory. 
Whether it be a performance during a 
guided tour of the Kanak Trail at the 
Tjibaou Cultural Centre or at a dinner-
show in one of Nouméa’s restaurants, 
there is always an occasion to appre-
ciate a performance by We Ce Ca, 
whose choreographer Tim Saméke is 
also a composer and performer.

Sculpture
Wood and soapstone sculpture is very 
popular today with Kanak artists. 

“Place des Cocotiers”, at the Atelier 
des femmes de Nouvelle-Calédonie 
you will find various basketry items for 
sale. A more picturesque way of pur-
chasing this craft is from one of the 
markets or at a little roadside stall in 
the country.

Literature
In New Caledonia there are both small 
and large bookshops selling many 
books on New Caledonia and the 
Pacific. You can also find poetry 
anthologies, novels, tourist guides, 
comics and superb quality photo-
graphic books.

In addition to the oral tradition of 
Melanesian culture, literature has found 
its place through writers and poets. 
Among these, Déwé Gorodé, stands 
out as being the most accomplished in 
recent contemporary Kanak literature. 
Réséda Ponga is well-known in young 
people’s literature with Méyénô, with a 
second album in a series of contem-
porary Kanak stories.  

Most of the local literature is in 
French.

The Goa Ma Bwarath 
Cultural Centre

Situated in Hienghène, this museum 
contains a collection of Kanak objects, 
temporary exhibitions, a library, two 
large traditional huts symbolising the 
two large districts of Hienghène, a 
scene and a craft village.

The Koné 
Cultural Centre

Temporary exhibitions (photos, Kanak 
art and traditions…), shows and enter-
tainment.

Artistic 
expression

Amical network 
Members offer initiation 
to acquire expertise in 
specific different cul-
tures of New Caledonia. 
« Amical » aims to pro-
mote a quality service 
for New Caledonia 
toursitim cultural serv-
ices and guarantee 
they meet ethic crite-
rias by respecting traditions. A 
guide is available at the Tourism 
Office.

Music
Because of its ethnic mix, New 
Caledonia has a wide range of music 
including traditional New Caledonian, 
Polynesian, and Asian. In New 
Caledonia you can find an excellent 
range of CDs of traditional Melanesian 
music. 

As well as traditional songs, the coun-
try’s musical culture developed in the 
mid-80s with the birth of Kanéka, 
inspired by the traditional “Pilou” and 
brought up-to-date with modern 
rhythms influenced by reggae.

Crafts
The beauty of New Caledonian nature 
is a constant source of inspiration for 
its craftspeople, both on the islands 
and on the Mainland. Whether it be on 
a small bamboo stall, at the market or 
in a boutique, you can find a souvenir 
which will bring back memories of 
your trip to New Caledonia. Local 
sculptors, artists of all types and arti-
sans will be only too happy and proud 
to share their passion with you. (See 
the  Address Book under Handicrafts)

Dance
In Melanesian culture, dancing is very 
important. The “Pilou”, the name given 
to the Melanesian dance by the first 
French missionaries, represents on 
stage the most important events and 

legends of a tribe or clan. 

The We Ce Ca dance group (pro-
nounced Oué tché tcha), which trans-
lates into “first light of day”, is made 
up of young dancers from different 

NATURE AND 
CULTURE PASS

A unique way to discover 
New Caledonia’s rich cul-
tural and natural diversity. 
One entry per person to 
six of Nouméa’s « must-see »  venues : 
Aquarium, New Caledonia museum, 
Town museum, Maritime museum, 
Tjibaou Cultural Center and Zoo 
and Botanical Gardens,  valid for six 
months from the first visit. Great savings 
of 1 000xpf on the usual entry fees. For 
sale in tourist places indicated by the 
logo.
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Local 
cuisine
Dishes prepared from local produce 
can be sampled in the many great 
restaurants in Nouméa and also  the 
country.

You cannot leave New Caledonia 
without tasting a “bougna,” the 
traditional Melanesian dish cooked 
in the Kanak oven which has been 
prepared with hot stones placed at 
the bottom of a sand or earth hole.

New Caledonia also has a large vari-
ety of international cuisine on offer, 
especially Chinese and Vietnamese.

 

New Caledonian 
country produce

Creamy Niaouli honey, jams and tropi-
cal crystallised fruit, venison sausage, 
vegetable “achards” (a type of pickle), 
“troca” or bénitier,” Niaouli flower or 
Blackwood liqueurs are all delicious 
treats to savour while on holiday and 
to take back as souvenirs.  
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Chicken “Bougna” 
recipe

Ingredients for 4 people:
1.5 kgs of chicken
4 pieces of white yams
4 pieces of purple yams
4 pieces of taros
4 pieces of manioc (cassava)
4 green bananas
1 piece of squash
2 leeks
1 stick of celery
2 tins of coconut cream
1 bunch of parsley
salt and pepper

Cut the chicken into pieces and sim-
mer in a large casserole dish for 
45mn then drain. Add the coconut 
cream to the casserole and put the 
chicken back in along with the pieces 
of white yams, pieces of manioc, 
green bananas and the taro. Grate 
the piece of squash above these 
vegetables and then add the leeks, 
the bunch of parsley, salt and pep-
per. Cover and let simmer 50 mns. 
Add the pieces of purple yams and 
cook for 20 more minutes.

New Caledonian 
curried prawns

Ingredients for 4 people:
1.5 kg of raw prawns
1 tin of coconut cream
1 very ripe tomato
1 teaspoon of tomato 
concentrate
1 strand of fresh saffron
1 onion
3 cloves of garlic
4 dessertspoons of oil
4 red chilli peppers
Salt

Put the 4 spoonfuls of oil in a cas-
serole dish and brown the onions 
then add the crushed cloves of gar-
lic, the peppers and salt. Mix togeth-
er, add the coconut cream and let 
simmer for 5 minutes. Shell the 
prawns and cut them in half length-
ways. Add them to the sauce and 
leave to simmer gently for 5 min-
utes.
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Calendar of Events

March

Women’s Day

Mardi Gras

Yam Fair (Isle of Pines)

April

Nouméa International Triathlon

International Car Rallye

Giant Omelette Fair (Dumbéa)

May

Avocado Fair (Maré)

« Diahot » Fair (Ouégoa)

Prawn and Deer Fair (Boulouparis)

Plant Fair (Ponérihouen)

June

Sea Fair

Cinema Festival

Yaté Fair

Music Festival

Mandarin Fair

July

Crafts and Agricultural Fair (Thio)

TransCaledonia Race

Poindimié Fair

Rodéo in Pouembout

Yam Fair (Ouvéa)

Wadrawa Fair (Maré)

www.sortir.nc

August

Agricultural Fair in Bourail

Clark’s Horse Racing

August Live Music 

International Open Golf

Yam and Coffee Fair (Ponérihouen)

Crafts and Agricultural Fair (Touho)

Nouméa International Marathon

September

Heritage Month

Islands Fair (Maré)

« Ver de Bancoule » (worm) Fair (Farino)

Koumac Fair

Funk Women Festival

October 

Gigawatt Race (Yaté)

Amaryllis Fair

Beef Fair (Païta)

November

« Wajuju » Fair (Maré)

Gypsy Jazz Festival

New Caledonia is the stage for many 
and varied forms of entertainment 
throughout the year – theatre, 
dance, concerts, cinema, shows…

For more information, the Tourism 
Office publishes the monthly 
“NC Pocket” (French/English), which is 
dis tributed free in various places 
around Nouméa and in the main 
tourist areas of the Southern 
Province.

Nightlife
In Nouméa, especially at sunset, 
cafés, piano-bars, and karaokés come 
alive with Happy Hour from 5pm to 
6.30pm. Restaurants serve cuisine 
from around the world, both à la carte 
and theme buffets with a show. Chefs 
make a point of preparing quality 
cuisine using fresh New Caledonian 
lagoon and agricultural produce.

Later in the evening, discos open their 

doors to those who love dancing to 
the rhythms of the Pacific or interna-
tional music along “Anse Vata” and 
the “Baie des Citrons”.

Usual restaurant opening hours are 
from 11.30am to 2.30pm and from 
5pm to 11pm. Most restaurants are 
open on Sundays.

Entertainment
"Mercredi 
Passions" 

Organised by the 
Tourism Office, « 
Mercredi Passions 

» takes place every first wednesday of 
the month from 5pm to 7 :30pm (7pm 
during cool season) on Anse Vata 
beach opposite the « Palm Beach » 
mall

While admiring the sunset, meet an 
original local handicraft market where 
music, food tasting, culinary speciali-
ties sales are melt with 100% local 
crafts. 

Program events is available at the 
Tourism Office(Anse Vata and city 
center offices)

“Jeudis du Centre-Ville”
(Thursdays downtown)

The Nouméa Downtown association 
organises a large event every Thursday, 
from 5pm to 8pm on the “Place des 
Cocotiers” in downtown Nouméa. 
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May 2009 – Non-contractual document. The information contained in this guide is intended for use as a general 
guide only. It has been checked for accuracy at the time of printing, and is subject to change without notice. 
Whilst we have exercised reasonable care and skill to ensure that the contents are correct, accurate and up-to-
date at the time of printing, based on information supplied to us by the  tourist plant in New Caledonia, cir-
cumstances can and inevitably do change, and therefore no liability can be accepted. The authors and 
publishers of this guide can in no way be held responsible for such changes. All rights reserved.
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POISSON BANANE, R. BERTIN, Y. SAINT-YVES, Y. BROWN, P. HENDRIE, E. DELL'ERBA, S. ARNAL, V. AUDET, BABOU 
PLONGÉE, PARADISE NAVIGATOR, TJIBAOU CULTURAL CENTRE – RENZO PIANO ARCHITECT, DESTINATION LOYALTY 
ISLANDS, TOURISME PROVINCE NORD, NEW CALEDONIA TOURISM POINT SOUTH.

 Boat excursions
 

 Glass-bottom boat trips 
  

 Motorboats
  

 Taxi boats

 Jet skiing

 Yachts 
 

 Traditional Canoes
  

 Windsurfing 
 

 Canoeing and kayaking
 

 Waterskiing

 Kitesurfing

 Surfing

 Snorkelling, Free diving
 

 Scuba diving 
 

 Fishing (line, fly, surf-casting)
  

 Deep sea fishing
 

 Aquatic Centre
 

 Thalassotherapy

 Whales and dolphins 
 (watching)

 Parks and natural reserves

 
 Farm and local produce

  
 Tribes (welcome and visit)

 

 Horse riding 
 

 Hiking
 

 Bike   
 

 ATV (Bike)

 Canyoning, and Climbing
 

 Tree walking

 Hunting, Ball Trap
 

 Golf

 Helicopter flights
 

 Parachuting, Paragliding,
 and Kite flying

 Gliding 
 

 Museum and Cultural Centre
 

 Handicraft

 Games and amusements
 

 Night Clubs, Bars, Karaoke…
 

 Internet

Pictos
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FRANCE & EUROPE
4 bis, rue Ventadour, 75001 Paris

Ph: 33 (0)1 47 03 17 74
Fax: 33 (0)1 47 03 17 75 

info-par@nctps.com
www.nouvelle-caledonie-tourisme.fr

www.nueva-caledonia-turismo.es
www.newcaledoniatourism.eu

www.nouvelle-caledonie-tourisme.eu
www.nouvelle-caledonie-tourisme.be

www.nieuw-caledonie-toerisme.nl
www.nouvelle-caledonie-tourisme.ch

www.newcaledoniatourism.co.uk

ITALIA 
c/o Rappresentante Italia

Ph: (39) 339 841 66 75
nuova-caledonia@tiscali.it

www.nuovacaledoniaturismo.it

DEUTSCHLAND 
(Österreich & Schweiz)

c/o Eyes2market
Ph: (49) 4101 696 48 13 

neukaledonien@eyes2market.com
www.neukaledonientourismus.de

NOUMÉA
Office de Tourisme
05 75 80 (N° Vert)

Square Olry – Place des Cocotiers 
14, rue Jean Jaurès centre-ville – Nouméa

Ph: (687) 28 75 80 – Fax: (687) 28 75 85 
centre.ville@office-tourisme.nc

New Caledonia Tourism
www.newcaledoniatourism.uk.com
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